
CARDIOVASCULAR NETWO RK 

NHS   
Health 

Checks   

The NHS 
Health 

Check programme offers screen-
ing to everyone eligible between 
40 and 74. The Department of 
Health will, be making available a 
number of promotional materials 
that you should use if possible. 
These promotional materials have 
been produced to ensure consis-
tency of message, to save you 
time and money and to help en-
sure that people know when they 
have had their NHS Health Check.  

For more information please download 

information from: 

NHS Improvement website:www.http://
improvement.nhs.uk/ImprovementSystem/
ViewDocument.aspx?path=Cardiac%

Cardiovascular Network Website launch January 2010 

Cardiovascular Network 
Clinical Networks Website 
will be launched in January 
2010.  The  Network Website 
has been redesigned for user 

friendliness.  You will able to download a variety 
of materials from Network Reports to Steering 
Group minutes.  We will also be launching inter-
active forums where stakeholder can have their 
say and make comments.  The website will also 
have an up to the minute meeting at a 
glance chart as well as links to other 
valuable sites. 
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If you have any Network queries please contact  
Beverley Meeson Cardiovascular Network Manager on  

01962 763951 or Beverley.Meeson@scscg.nhs.uk  

PPCI Fast Works Event 
for South Central Ambu-
lance Service  On October 8 
& 9th we met to discuss path-
way targets, and getting the 
appropriate vehicles  to Cate-
gory A Chest Pain incidents, 
able to transport the patient to 
an appropriate centre.  This aim 
was to create ways to reduce 
the time crews spend leaving 
the scene.  

Please see page 4 

Targeted Service Im-
provement Funding to 
Commissioners and 

Providers  

Calls for Expressions of Inter-

est, November  2009 

South Central Cardiovascular 
Network will fund bids for 
ñbuilding opportunities for life-

style changes for people 
stratified with medium overall 
risk following an NHS Health 

Checkò  

Please see page 11 for more 

details 



Alex Woodroffe joined the 
Network in October 2009, as 
a Project Manager currently 
working with the Stroke 
Team.  Alex has previously 
worked in the Acute Sector 
at the Great Western Hospi-
tal in Swindon. A Nottingham 

University graduate, Alex spent five years 
in the private sector, including running his 
own business, before joining the NHS. 

New to the  

Network Team  

Dr. Jason Glover ,  has re-
cently volunteered to chair 
the  Cardiac Rehabilitation  
Group.  Dr. Glover is an As-
sociate Specialist in Cardiol-

ogy at the North Hampshire Hospital in 
Basingstoke. 

 

Debbie  Hilder has recently 
joined the Cardiovascular 
Network Group as Project 
Manager for the Vascular Dis-
ease Prevention Group.. Be-
fore joining the network she 

worked for 9 years as Team Leader within the 
Workforce Review Team (WRT). At WRT 
Debbie had a key role in managing a range of 
workforce planning projects. She was also 
involved in national workforce planning for 
cardiologists and cardiac physiologists 

Debbie graduated in Biological Sciences with 
Education Studies from King Alfredôs College, 
postgraduate certificate in Strategic Work-
force Planning. 

Page 2 

PULSE SOUTH CENTRAL  

Nick Thuilliez  has recently 
joined the Cardiovascular Net-
work, as a Service Improve-
ment Manager. Nick attended 

Sheffield Hallam University prior to joining the 
Army and completing officer training at Sand-
hurst. Nick served for 8 years in the armed forces 
and experienced tours to Northern Ireland and 
Kosovo, he also completed the Commando 
Course and Parachute training. Subsequent to 
the Armed Forces, Nick was employed as a retail 
area manager before a stint as a leadership 
coach working with both public and private sector 
clients. Immediately before joining the NHS Nick 
spent 3 years as a Manager of the largest holiday 

resort in the country. 

The Cardiovascular Network would like to extend a warm welcome to some of its newest clinical mem-
bers.  

Dr. Jeremy Dwight from John Radcliffe Hospital has agreed to Chair the Heart Failure Group which 

meets quarterly in Newbury and is currently examining 
the heart failure pathway for South Central. 

Dr. Jason Glover from Basingstoke and North Hamp-
shire Hospital has agreed to Chair the Cardiac Rehab 
Group.   

 Maggie Kelly, Cardiac Lead Nurse from South-
ampton General  and Ruth Titchener, Matron in 
Cardiac Medicine from John Radcliffe Hospital 
have recently joined the Cardiovascular Network 
Steering Group as joint nurse leads for the Network. 

Clinical networks are groups of linked health pro-

fessionals and organisations working together 

free from professional and organisational bounda-

ries to provide high quality, clinically effective 

services  
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Stroke Network - Demonstration Funding  
Each Strategic Health Authority was expected to receive £2.4million over 3 years.  In the summer we heard from the Department 
of Health that the £1million expected in year 3 (2010/11) is now not guaranteed.  We do not know if, or how much of, this funding 
we can expect to receive.  We also do not know when we will be informed of the decision.   

In light of this information the Cardiovascular Network reviewed the guaranteed money of £1.4million and how this has been allo-
cated and what the next steps should be.  It was agreed: 
there should be no assumptions made about any year 3 funding  
all financial budgets should be worked out on the anticipation of no allocation 
 
In light of the above the following are the decisions that have been agreed 
Application Round 1 March 2009 

The Cardiovascular Network and Strategic Health Authority would honour the previous decisions and funding for applications al-
ready approved in round 1.  This totals £754,771 

Telemedicine  

It was originally identified that there would be one camera for each hospital for telemedicine.  This was subsequently increased to 
2 cameras in each hospital, one for the A&E department and one for the stroke ward, plus up to 6 pieces of software for laptops 
for each trust.  A decision was therefore made that each hospital would receive one camera for the A&E department and the soft-
ware for up to 6 laptops, but there would not be funding available from the network/SHA to fund a second camera for the stroke 
ward.   

Patient and public involvement 

It was agreed that this was a priority area and that it should be funded as previously agreed and details of what the money will be 
used on is detailed in a separate article. 

The Cardiovascular Network was partway through an application process when the funding information was received and it was 
agreed the £48,229 left could be used for applications received in round 2.  The following is a list of the decision as a result of the 
second round of applications. 

 
 

Organisation  Requested  Decision  

   2009/10  2010/11   

Buckinghamshire Hospital NHS Trust   43,719 

Funding dependent on further information and year 3 
allocation 

Buckinghamshire Hospital NHS Trust 7,485   Approved to fund from small grants allocation 

Buckinghamshire Hospital NHS Trust 16,061 65,700 Refused 

Buckinghamshire Hospital NHS Trust 21,000 5,000 

Funding dependent on further information and year 3 
allocation 

Hampshire PCT 97,215 71,329 

Partial funding dependent on further information and 
year 3 allocation 

Southampton University Hospitals 62,995 64,432 Refused 

Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation 
Trust 48,699 49,917 

Approved - partial funding to from training grant alloca-
tion 

Heatherwood & Wexham NHS Foun-
dation Trust 32,353 12,353 Partial funding dependent on year 3 allocation 

Heatherwood & Wexham NHS Foun-
dation Trust 30,880 61,759 Refused 

Heatherwood & Wexham NHS Foun-
dation Trust 88,562 28,562 Refused 

IOW NHS PCT   95,564 Refused 

Winchester & Eastleigh Hospitals 
NHS Trust 3,800 1,720 Approved to fund from small grants allocation 

Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals NHS Trust 28,828   Approved 

South Central Ambulance Service 23,304 47,361 Refused, suggested further work in this area 

Basingstoke and North Hampshire 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust 25,000 45,000 Refused 



The Southern 

Stroke Nurses 

Forum launches 

new website  

 

Over the past 18 months the Southern Nurse 
Stroke Forum has been working on an innova-
tive project to bring competencies into the 
heart of Stroke Services. 

 

This regional project funded by South Central 
Cardiovascular Network has culminated into 
the development of concise guides for each 
band of registered and non-registered nursing 
posts. These concise guides outline the vari-
ous role and requirements, mapped to knowl-
edge and skills and provide a framework for 
collecting evidence. The second phase of the 
project is implementing and supporting the use 
of the concise guides in practice, with training 
being rolled out on how to use the guides in all 
Stroke Services across South Central. The 
Southern Nurse Stroke Nurse Forum is also 
seeking to extend the project to multi-
professional roles including Allied Health Pro-
fessionals such as Physiotherapy and Occupa-
tional Therapy. 
 
The Concise Guides link to National Initiatives 
such as the National Stroke Strategy and 
Stroke Specific Education Framework and en-
ables organisations to utilise the competencies 
of their choice and will assist staff, clinicians, 
education providers and commissioners in the 
delivery of Quality Markers 18 and 19. 
 

Southern Stroke Forum 
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As part of the project a website has been 
launched. The website will be an aid to access 
up-to-date on-line information and resources 
for all professions working in stroke services, 
and aims to bring synergy to the service put-
ting a quality, competent workforce at the heart 
of the service. 
  
If you would like to know more why not visit 
www.southernstrokeforum.org  
 
If you are interested in being involved in this 
project please contact: enquir-
ies@southernstrokeforum.org  

http://www.southernstrokeforum.org
mailto:enquiries@southernstrokeforum.org
mailto:enquiries@southernstrokeforum.org
http://www.southernstrokeforum.org/index.html


 

The Network has been looking to help PCTs and Providers in South 
Central establish / improve their Stroke-specific Patient and Public 
Involvement (PPI) service. The Network is therefore commissioning 
the Stroke Association to provide two coordinators for the region, 
one to be based in the North, one in the South, along with adminis-
trative support. Their remit will be to support the creation of patient/carer user groups for each 
Health Economy within South Central, involve those patients who are not able to participate in the 
user groups and set up feedback mechanisms to allow service improvement suggestions to reach 
Providers and Commissioners. The focus will be on the entire stroke pathway, looking at acute 
care, rehabilitation and post-rehabilitation annual reviews. 

 
The service specification has been agreed and recruitment to the posts is underway. The contract 
is therefore expected to commence in January/February 2009. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Patient and Public Involvement  
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Thrombolysis  

 

In 2008 the Stroke Steering Group discussed the requirement to provide 24/7 thrombolysis 
service across the network and reviewed options for thrombolysis ï hyperacute centres vs. 
local hospitals.   There was a consensus agreement that the South Centralôs approach 
should be to up-skill each local hospital to provide thrombolysis 24/7 and that telemedicine 
was the preferred model for achieving this aim, and this was in line with Strategies being 
developed by individual PCTs.   

 

In September 2009, the Cardiovascular Network started the European Tender procurement 
process for the telemedicine equipment.  During the procurement process a number of is-
sues arose and due to these unforeseen circumstances the procurement process was 
halted in the beginning of November 2009.     

 

A paper was subsequently taken to the Directors of Commissioning meeting at the end of 
November 2009, with the recommendation to proceed with plans to up-skill all local hospi-
tals to be able to provide thrombolysis by April 2010/11.  The recommendations were unani-
mously agreed and as a result the service specification will be updated and the tender proc-
ess restarted in the New Year.   

 

 

 


